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THERE are some books, like some people, of whom
we form an indulgent opinion without finding it
easy to justify our liking. The young man who
went to the life-insurance office and reported that
his father had died of no particular disease, but
just of " plain death/' would sympathise with the
feeling I mention. Sometimes we like a book, not
for any special merit, but just because it is what
it is. The rare, and yet not celebrated, miscellany
of which I am about to write has this character.
It is not instructive, or very high-toned, or excep-
tionally clever, but if it were a man, all people
that are not prigs would say that it was a very
good sort of fellow. If it be, as it certainly is, a
literary advantage for a nondescript collection of
trifles, to reproduce minutely the personality of its
writer, then Love and Business has one definite
merit. Wherever we dip into its pages we may
use it as a telephone, and hear a young Englishman,
of the year 1700, talking to himself and to his
friends in the most unaffected accents.

Captain George Farquhar, in 1702, was four-and-
twenty years of age.   He was a smart, soldier-like
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